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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1960

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session
By House Finance (originally sponsored by Representative Seaqui st)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 20/ 14.

AN ACT Relating to establishing benefit assessnment charges for
metropolitan park districts; and adding a new chapter to Title 84 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The governing board of a netropolitan
park district may by resolution, as authorized and approved by the
voters, for district purposes authorized by law, fix and inpose a
benefit charge on real property that is |ocated within the district on
the date specified and which have received or will receive the benefits
provided by the district, to be paid by the owers of the properties.
The aggregate anmount of these benefit charges in any one year nay not
exceed an anmpunt equal to the maxi num anount that could be collected
under RCW35.61.210, not subject tothe limtations in RCW84.52. 043 or
84.52.050, in any one year. It is the duty of the county |legislative
authority or authorities of the county or counties in which the
metropolitan park district is |ocated to nake any necessary adj ustnents
on at | east an annual basis to assure conpliance with this l[imtation
and to imediately notify the governing board of a district of any
changes t hereof.
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(2) A benefit charge inposed nust be reasonably proportioned to the
measur abl e benefits to property resulting fromthe proximty of parks,
par kways, boul evards, and recreational facilities maintained by the
district. Any nethod that reasonably apportions the benefit charges to
the actual benefits resulting from the degree of benefit, which may
include but is not limted to the distance from regularly maintained
par ks, parkways, boulevards, and recreational facilities, may be
specified in the resolution and is subject to contest on the grounds of
unr easonabl e or capricious action or action in excess of the neasurable
benefits to the property resulting from the district. The governing
board of a district may determi ne that certain properties or types or
cl asses of properties are not receiving neasurable benefits based on
criteria they establish by resol ution.

(3) For adm nistrative purposes, the benefit charge i nposed on any
i ndi vi dual property may be conpiled into a single charge, provided that
the district, upon request of the property owner, provide an item zed
list of charges for each neasurabl e benefit included in the charge.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. Al property not assessed and subjected to
ad valoremtaxation under this title is exenpt fromthe benefit charge
i nposed under this chapter

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The resolution establishing benefit
charges as specified in section 1 of this act nust specify, by |ega
geogr aphi cal areas or other specific designations, the charge to apply
to each property by location, type, or other designation, or other
information that is necessary to the proper conputation of the benefit
charge to be charged to each property owner subject to the resol ution

(2) The county assessor of each county in which the netropolitan
park district is |ocated nust determ ne and identify the property that
iIs subject to a benefit charge in each district and nust furnish and
deliver to the county treasurer of that county a listing of the
properties with informati on describing the |ocation, |egal description,
and address of the person to whom the statenent of benefit charges is
to be mailed, the nane of the owner, and the value of the property,
together with the benefit charge to apply to each
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NEW_ SECTION. Sec. 4. Each netropolitan park district nust
contract, prior to the inposition of a benefit charge, for the
adm nistration and collection of the benefit charge by each county
treasurer, who nmust deduct a percentage, as provided by contract to
rei mburse the county for expenses incurred by the county assessor and
county treasurer in the admnistration of the resolution and this
chapter. The county treasurer nust make distributions each year, as
the charges are collected, in the anount of the benefit charges i nposed
on behalf of each district, less the deduction provided for in the
contract.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) Notw thstanding any other provision in
this chapter to the contrary, any benefit charge authorized by this
chapter is not effective unless a proposition to inpose the benefit
charge is approved by a majority of the voters of the netropolitan park
district voting at a general election or at a special election called
by the district for that purpose, held within the district. An
el ection held under this section nmust be held not nore than twelve
mont hs prior to the date on which the first charge is to be assessed.
A benefit charge approved at an el ection expires in six years or fewer
as authorized by the voters, unless subsequently reapproved by the
vot ers.

(2) The ballot nust be submtted so as to enable the voters
favoring the authorization of a netropolitan park district benefit
charge to vote "Yes" and those opposed to vote "No." The ball ot
question is as fol |l ows:

"Shall the netropolitan park district be authorized to inpose
benefit charges each year for . . . . (insert nunber of years
not to exceed six) years, not to exceed an anmount equal to the
maxi mum anount that could be coll ected under RCW35. 61. 210, and
be prohibited from i nposing an additional property tax under
RCW 84. 52. 120.
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(3) Districts renewing the benefit charge may elect to use the
follow ng alternative ballot:

"Shall the nmetropolitan park district be authorized to continue

vot er-aut hori zedbenefit chargeseachyearfor. . . . (insert nunber of yearsno

to exceed an anount equal to the maxi mum  anount
that could be coll ected under RCW35. 61. 2107?

Y S O

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) Not fewer than ten days nor nore than
six nonths before the election at which the proposition to inpose the
benefit charge is submtted as provided in this chapter, the governing
board of the netropolitan park district nust hold a public hearing
specifically setting forth its proposal to inpose benefit charges for
the support of its legally authorized activities that will maintain or
i nprove the access to parks, parkways, boul evards, and recreationa
facilities. A report of the public hearing nust be filed with the
county treasurer of each county in which the property is |ocated and be
avai |l abl e for public inspection.

(2) Prior to Novenber 15th of each year the governing board of the
district nust hold a public hearing to review and establish the
metropolitan park district benefit charges for the subsequent year.

(3) Al resolutions inposing or changing the benefit charges nust
be filed with the county treasurer or treasurers of each county in
whi ch the property is |located, together with the record of each public
heari ng, before Novenber 30th imrediately preceding the year in which
the benefit charges are to be collected on behalf of the district.

(4) After the benefit charges have been established, the owners of
the property subject to the charge nust be notified of the anobunt of
t he char ge.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. After notice has been given to the property
owners of the amount of the benefit charge, the governing board of a
metropolitan park district inposing a benefit charge under this chapter
must forma review board for at | east a two-week period and nust, upon
complaint in witing of an aggrieved party owning property in the
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district, reduce the charge of a person who, in their opinion, has been
charged too large a sum to a sumor anount as they believe to be the
true, fair, and just anount.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. A person who is receiving the exenption
contained in RCW 84. 36. 381 through 84.36.389 is exenpt from any | egal
obligation to pay a portion of the benefit charge inposed under this
chapter as foll ows:

(1) A person who neets the inconme limtation contained in RCW
84.36.381(5)(a) and does not neet the inconme limtation contained in
RCW 84. 36. 381(5)(b) (i) or (ii) is exenmpt fromtwenty-five percent of
t he char ge;

(2) A person who neets the inconme limtation contained in RCW
84.36.381(5)(b)(i) is exenpt fromfifty percent of the charge; and

(3) A person who neets the incone limtation contained in RCW
84.36.381(5)(b)(i1) is exenpt from seventy-five percent of the charge.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 8 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 84 RCW

~-- END ---
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